20060412.ba v03_n910.bam.20060412 


>From ???@??? Tue Apr 11 22:40:17 2006 -0500 

Date: Wed, 12 Apr 2006 03:39:10 GMT 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3910 

Message-Id: <20060412033911.92A8C1B833B@srvr1.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 3910 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 
by wb3fau@att.net 
2) Re: Help wtd re BC-348-L 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 
3) Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 
4) Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 
5) Re; BC-348-L, Joy at last! 
by scb@hiwaay.net 
6) Chicago hope 
by "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com> 
7) Post WWII exhibit? 
by "tfrobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com> 
8) Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
by John Dilks K2TQN <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
9) Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
by Steve Berg <wa9jml@tbc.net> 
10) Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
by "ChasW3KC" <w3kc@verizon.net> 
11) Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
12) Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 
13) BC-348Q BFO adjustment? 
by Stephen & Marilyn Haines <shaines314@comcast.net> 
14) Re: BC-348Q BFO adjustment? 
by "J.D. Mac Aulay, WQ8U" <jmac6235@yahoo.com> 
15) FS: various mic stands and related stuff 
by "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com> 
16) the BC-603 made me doit 
by "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
17) Saving the great hamitizations 
by "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
18) Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 


by scb@hiwaay.net 
19) Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

by "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
20) Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

by W7QHO@aol.com 
21) Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
22) RE: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

by "Bill Hawkins" <bill@iaxs.net> 
23) RE: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

by Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 


From: wb3fau@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: John Oglesby <john91@charter.net> 

Subject: Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 

Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 03:12:22 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<041020060312 .14367 .4439CD16000422620000381F21587667209A0EQOOCCOD9IIG@att .net> 


For the benefit of all involved in this "clear plastic debate" most of these 
materials are 

known as polycarbonates, Lexan, a GE tradename is one of the better types. 
Plexiglass, is not known for its machability. For the record, you can now buy 
material which is very 
machineable, without cracking, and there are types which are UV stable. Most big 
name makers 

like Dupont, GE and others have improved this product over the years. 

Russ. 


Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 08:09:39 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Help wtd re BC-348-L 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.61.0604100808570 .18459@hermes. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed 


On Sat, 8 Apr 2006 scb@hiwaay.net wrote: 


> MVC function normal, except for occasional apparently internally generated 
> lo-level noise. 


Sounds to me like perhaps a cap breaking down somewhere. 


Bob Roehrig 
Aurora University Telecom dept. 
broehrig@aurora.edu 
K9EUI W9ZGP WC2XSR/11 WD2XSH/19 
630-844-4898 fax 630-844-4222 
"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 


Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 08:18:05 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.61.0604100813590.18459@hermes. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed 


On Sat, 8 Apr 2006, Ron Hershey wrote: 


Yesterday when I was at Ace Hardware I saw a hole saw that was a little 
different. It has a drill bit in the center, an adjustable arm, and at the 
end of the arm it had a cutting bit similar to what you might see ona 
milling machine. 


VV VV 


What you describe sounds like what we call a "fly cutter". I've had one 
for years. It's especially handy for cutting meter holes in rack panels 
(or any panel for that matter). I don't know how it would work ona 
plastic material - never tried that. 


Bob Roehrig 
Aurora University Telecom dept. 
broehrig@aurora.edu 
K9EUI W9ZGP WC2XSR/11 WD2XSH/19 
630-844-4898 fax 630-844-4222 
"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 


Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 08:20:26 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Cutting Thick, Clear Plastic 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.61.0604100819400.18459@hermes. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed 


On Sun, 9 Apr 2006, Arden Allen wrote: 


> I totally agree with all the warnings about fly cutters. For me it's the 
LAST solution to drilling a large diameter hole in anything without a good 
> solid setup in a drill press. 


Vv 


I always use my fly cutter with a hand brace - never in a motorized drill. 


Bob Roehrig 
Aurora University Telecom dept. 
broehrig@aurora.edu 
K9EUI W9ZGP WC2XSR/11 WD2XSH/19 
630-844-4898 fax 630-844-4222 
"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 


From: scb@hiwaay.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 09:18:26 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re; BC-348-L, Joy at last! 
Message-ID: <443A22E2.22686.5BE32F@localhost> 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 
Content-description: Mail message body 


Greetings Group; 

Thnx all for the responses! The common consensus was a bad mica cap 

somewhere which followed my own suspicions. 

Going for the simplest solution first & therefore approaching it as a "common 
mode" problem outside the RF coil boxes, a general "feel" for the symptoms 
led me to the "bottom" of the AGC detector circuit which shares the "top" of 
the audio detector ckt. Any problems here could skew AGC action and also 
generate noise in the MVC as well as AVC function, especially because my 
example was NOT wired according to the manual diagram. Disconnecting one 

end of the 240pF mica audio detector diode ckt loading cap pd 35-4 ( which 
was returned to the elevated cathode of the 3rd IF/ audio-AGC detector VT93/ 
6B8 instead of common ground as per the diagram) immediately restored full 
strong-signal AGC action and quieted the burst static in both modes. 
Replacement with a handy 300pF polystyrene returned to ground has allowed 

the set work better than ever since acquisition,. So far, so good. 

My ‘read’ of the leaky cap in it's factory supplied alternative wireup makes me 
think that may have exascerbated the problem & also made finding it 

somewhat easier with a bit of deductive analysis. 

Of course, YMMV. 


Thnx again! 
Steve Bringhurst 


Content-class: urn:content-classes:message 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----_= NextPart_001_01C65CD9.E00B7D88" 
Subject: Chicago hope 
Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 16:03:46 -0400 
Message-ID: <5DB55C95EDBFFA4383CE672594D7E0D201688349@EXCHANGE.usn.root.ent> 
From: "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 


Totes _=_NextPart_001_01C65CD9.E00B7D88 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


I apologize if I sent this already, but I couldn't find evidence that I 
did. 


A friend in the Chicago area has an NC-300 he'd like to rehab and needs 
advice and maybe some hands-on help. Anybody willing? I'll provide = 
contact information if so. 


Thanks. 


Avery W3AVE 
Potomac, Md. 


wore -- _=_NextPart_001_01C65CD9.E00B7D88 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KKK RK KK KR KK KKK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED-- - * 

This post contains a forbidden message format * 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) x 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT * 

* 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
x If your postings display this message your mail program 


* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting x 
ee es 


wore -- _=_NextPart_001_01C65CD9.E00OB7D88- - 


From: "tfrobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Post WWII exhibit? 
Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 20:17:28 -0500 
Message-ID: <00c801c65d05$b78193e0$0c01010a@kitparts.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


An old friend of mine, who is a well known attorney practicing communication 
law in Washington, recently donated a BC-348 on which he learned to become 
an amateur on in the 50's. My initial intent was to gut the modifications 
and return it to service on the B-17 at the Lone Star Flight Museum in 
Galveston. 


After seeing the excellent way that it was modified my second thought was to 
create an exhibit of equipment made from WWII leftovers by veterans and the 
next generation. Many of us owe our vocation to inexpensive WWII surplus, I 
think it a major part of the history of electronics after the war, any 
thought out there? ... Tom, N3LLL 


Message-Id: <6.2.3.4.0.20060410223226.041e4fc8@ipostoffice.worldnet.att.net> 
Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 22:33:59 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: John Dilks K2TQN <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: Re: Post WWII exhibit? 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


Bravo Tom! 


There are still plenty of near normal BC-348s around to fill the B-17 
needs. Yours is special. 


73, John Dilks, K2TQN 
At 09:17 PM 4/10/2006, you wrote: 


>An old friend of mine, who is a well known attorney practicing communication 
>law in Washington, recently donated a BC-348 on which he learned to become 


>an amateur on in the 50's. My initial intent was to gut the modifications 
>and return it to service on the B-17 at the Lone Star Flight Museum in 
>Galveston. 

> 

>After seeing the excellent way that it was modified my second thought was to 
>create an exhibit of equipment made from WWII leftovers by veterans and the 
>next generation. Many of us owe our vocation to inexpensive WWII surplus, I 
>think it a major part of the history of electronics after the war, any 
>thought out there? ... Tom, N3LLL 


Message-ID: <443B196E.4030806@tbc.net> 

Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 21:50:22 -0500 

From: Steve Berg <wa9jml@tbc.net> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Post WWII exhibit? 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Many of us got our start with command set receivers in the 1950s and 
1960s. I started out with a BC-455 receiver I bought from Alco 
Electronics. I think I paid about $15 for it in highly used condition. 

Most of us in my area modified our receivers with the help of a 
Popular Electronics article which told us how to rewire the heaters to 
12 volts, and build a simple on-chassis power supply. The 6.3 and 5.0 
volt heater windings on the transformer were put in series to run the 
heaters in the receiver. A new output transformer was installed, too. 
I put a regenerative IF stage mod in mine along with a RF/IF gain 
control on the front panel. It served me reasonably well as a receiver 
on 40 meters, and as a tunable IF for a International Crystal 2 meter 
converter. I loaned it to a friend so his son could listen to shortwave 
broadcast, and it eventually disappeared. I paired it with a Knight 
T-60 transmitter, and a GOtham V-80 vertical antenna. 


73, 


Steve WA9IJML 


Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 23:01:57 -0400 

From: "ChasW3KC" <w3kc@verizon.net> 

Subject: Re: Post WWII exhibit? 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <004901c65d14$4c475470$2f01a8cO@chas> 

MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; format=flowed; charset=iso-8859-1; reply-type=original 


Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Tom: 

One of my BC348's has a nicely installed s-meter, a coax 
connector fitted for the antenna, and a built in power 
supply where the dynamotor sat. I won't modify or undo 
anything on it, as I feel it exhibits the previous owners 
affection, craftsmanship, and practical adaptation of a fine 
surplus aircraft radio to amateur radio. I think your 
exhibit is a great idea. 

73 Chas W3KC 


> After seeing the excellent way that it was modified my 

> second thought was to 

> create an exhibit of equipment made from WWII leftovers by 
> veterans and the 

> next generation. Many of us owe our vocation to 

> inexpensive WWII surplus, I 

> think it a major part of the history of electronics after 
> the war, any 

> thought out there? ... Tom, N3LLL 


Message-ID: <001c01c65d30$0e799420$8ce47443@KB6NAX> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Post WWII exhibit? 
Date: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 23:20:32 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


SP ateale I think it a major part of the history of electronics after the war, 
any 
> thought out there? 


The new-in-the-box BC-603 that I bought from paper route earnings from a 
Market St., San 

Francisco surplus store (one of several) was a great inspiration to me. I 
attempted to modify it for AM operation with limited success. But what 
inspired me from that experience was how important quality was in 
electronics. Most of what I encountered in consumer electronics (including 
ham radio gear) since then couldn't hold a candle to the BC-603. So I guess 
I can blame my anality on Uncle Sam!!! ;-) 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 08:32:12 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Post WWII exhibit? 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.61.0604110830400 .24219@hermes. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed 


On Mon, 10 Apr 2006, Arden Allen wrote: 


> The new-in-the-box BC-603 that I bought from paper route earnings from a 
> Market St., San Francisco surplus store (one of several) was a great 
> inspiration to me. 


We bought new 603's in Chicago for about $15 as I recall - came with a 
complete set of spare tubes. We put a TV tuner ahead of it to copy the 
local VHF police/fire freqs. 


Bob Roehrig 
Aurora University Telecom dept. 
broehrig@aurora.edu 
K9EUI W9ZGP WC2XSR/11 WD2XSH/19 
630-844-4898 fax 630-844-4222 
"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 


Message-ID: <443BCC37.2020708@comcast.net> 

Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 10:33:11 -0500 

From: Stephen & Marilyn Haines <shaines314@comcast.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BC-348Q BFO adjustment? 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I'm the proud new owner of a BC-348 (Q, or so it's marked in pen on the 
chassis). I never saw a component before like this BFO. It's a cylinder 
about an inch in diameter and 2 inches long. The knob goes to a stop 
when turned about 4 turns clockwise. The BFO seems to function correctly 
around 4 turns CCW from the stop. 


How do I know when the BFO is roughly at zero beat, centered on the 
carrier frequency. Or maybe I'm asking, "Where is the starting point for 
the BFO adjustment?" I've heard signals on all bands, but would like to 
know more about the BFO. 


Thanks for the help. Puzzled but happy with the relic. Steve, KW5E 


Message-ID: <20060411160002 .53260.qmail@web54615.mail.yahoo.com> 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 09:00:02 -0700 (PDT) 

From: "J.D. Mac Aulay, WQ8U" <jmac6235@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Re: BC-348Q BFO adjustment? 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Steve, 
I have a BC-348-Q built by Wells Gardner - original 
nameplate on front. 


The "BEAT FREQ" knob, which has an arrow, turns about 
330 deg. 


Sounds like your knob might move a slug in a coil for 
tuning. The old Howard receivers used that approach. 


73 

Mac 

WQ8U/4 
Hillsborough, NC 


--- Stephen & Marilyn Haines <shaines314@comcast.net> 
wrote: 


I'm the proud new owner of a BC-348 (Q, or so it's 
marked in pen on the 

chassis). I never saw a component before like this 
BFO. It's a cylinder 

about an inch in diameter and 2 inches long. The 
knob goes to a stop 

when turned about 4 turns clockwise. The BFO seems 
to function correctly 

around 4 turns CCW from the stop. 


How do I know when the BFO is roughly at zero beat, 
centered on the 

carrier frequency. Or maybe I'm asking, "Where is 
the starting point for 

the BFO adjustment?" I've heard signals on all 
bands, but would like to 

know more about the BFO. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV OV 


> 
> Thanks for the help. Puzzled but happy with the 
> relic. Steve, KW5E 


Content-class: urn:content-classes:message 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----_= NextPart_001_01C65D86.5C166A14" 
Subject: FS: various mic stands and related stuff 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 12:38:27 -0400 
Message-ID: <5DB55C95EDBFFA4383CE672594D7E0D20168835E@EXCHANGE.usn.root.ent> 
From: "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 


rates _=_NextPart_001_01C65D86.5C166A14 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1so0-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


E-V 400 desk stand, gray, appearance VG. $15. 
E-V 422 desk stand, appearance VG. Tan. Rubber insert in hole at rear. = 
With original brochure, but I still can't figure out how a mike is = 


attached. $20. 


E-V 423A desk stand, chrome or stainless base, std. upright 6-inch = 
chrome tube, appearance VG. $22. 


Two E-V 920 stands, clamp to table edge, threaded for std. upright. = 
Appearance VG-E. $10 each, $17 for both. 


Generic desk stand for friction-fit cylindrical mikes, 6-inch diameter 
black crackle base. $10. 


Several spare chrome uprights(2) 4.25 inches, (1) 5 inches. $5 for all 
three. 
If these prices seem out of line, make an offer. 


Avery W3AVE 
Potomac, Md. 


Sens _=_NextPart_001_01C65D86 .5C166A14 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK 


+ + + FF HF FF 
+ FF OF 


faces _=_NextPart_001_01C65D86.5C166A14- - 


Message-ID: <63826.66.147.42.120.1144773996.squirrel@fracas.netboobie.org> 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 12:46:36 -0400 (EDT) 

Subject: the BC-603 made me doit 

From: "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


While on the subject of anal retentiveness brought about by the BC-603's 
overdone inside beauty, I had an epiphany 


I've a BC-603 that's missing it's face plate. It got fixed ages ago 
& the effrontal lobotomy wasn't reversed. 


Soooo, if there's one of these OD brown wrens out there, the things with 
the offset notch for the chrome buttons, please remember this plea. 


tnx! 


Marty the AA4RM 


Message-ID: <64800.66.147.42.120.1144774944.squirrel@fracas.netboobie.org> 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 13:02:24 -0400 (EDT) 

Subject: Saving the great hamitizations 

From: "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


The runaway best I can remember is Leroy Dieselberg W8SVU's BC-191 

dyno drive. He extended one mainshaft & welded on a pretty true-running 
extention to which was mounted a pulley. Said pulley was belted to a 
big electric motor. 


I say pretty true-running since it was some better that a Shriner clown-car 
wheel 


He took 1 kv outa the thing as well as 14V give or take for the filaments. 
And he had it on 75 from time to time. 


With a name like Dieselberg you had no choice but to execute this way. & 
the no-$ 'conversion' gave him a lot of bragging rights 


Further on the subject of BC-191 "conversion." It was considered harder than 
what the crusaders sought to do. 


Marty the 'xrm 


From: scb@hiwaay.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 12:40:40 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

Message-ID: <443BA3C8.1899.10EB938@localhost> 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 
Content-description: Mail message body 


Greetings Group; 


Since solving the ACG/overloading/random internally generated noise 

problems, I've also gained considerable audio drive. I've been told these things 
will drive a properly matched loudspeaker to room-filling loudness but have 
previously been able to only get a feeble result since acquiring the set several 
years ago & renovating it. It is a genuine pleasure to use now. I'm reposting 
the original postings, edited, for context ref. 


I wrote; 
"I'm experiencing AVC-related Mystery problems in an AC supply-equipped 


BC-348-L. Set deck was fully re-capped (incl BFO can) by me after 

acquisition & badly 0-0-T resistors replaced, coil boxes left internally as-was 
since the parts list specified mica bypass caps in them rather than the 
dreaded Micamold oily paper damp-grabbers. The micas in the AVC coupler & 
detector ckt remain as well. The previous owner hashed it up pretty bad & I 
got it back enuff to near original so that it should function right. I didn't 
want 

to do more than was really needed to preserve what's left of original parts & 
workmanship & still have a good workaday go-to SWL'er. 

The set frequently overloads in AVC, frequent noticable static with reception, 
worse with strong sigs. Othertimes occasional sweet normal operation. 

Wiggling & bumping this & that only found suspicious VT-93/6B8 3rd IF/ dual 
diode detector, which replacement with another used one failed to cure the 
probs. Un-tubed load measurements of coil box AGC/B+ lines showed no 

serious leakage/drain. MVC function appears normal, except for intermittent 
apparently internally generated lo-level noise." 


General consensus of responses suggested bad mica cap somewhere, 
paralleling my suspicions. Nothing otherwise specific as to a "usual suspect". 


Follow-up; 

"Going for the simplest solution first & therefore approaching it as a common 
mode problem outside the RF coil boxes, a general "feel" for the symptoms 

led me to the bottom of the AGC detector circuit, which shares the top of the 
audio detector diode ckt. Any problems here could skew AGC action and also 
generate noise in the MVC as well as AVC function, possibly excaserbated 
because my example was NOT wired according to the manual diagram. 

Disconnecting one end of the 240pF mica audio detector diode ckt loading 

cap pd# 35-4 ( which was returned to the elevated cathode of the 3rd IF/ audio- 
AGC detector VT93/ 6B8 instead of common ground as per the diagram) 

immediately restored full strong-signal AGC action and quieted the burst 

static in both modes. Replacement with a handy 300pF polystyrene (returned 

to ground) has allowed the set work better than ever since acquisition,. So far, 
so good. My 'read' of the leaky cap in it's factory supplied alternative wireup 
makes me think that may have exascerbated the problem & also made finding 

it somewhat easier with a bit of deductive analysis. 

Of course, YMMV." 


Perhaps this will help someone else with a similar gremlin. 
BTW, Detector /AVC ckts for the later Wells-Gardner 'single-ended' tube BC- 
348 sets are very similar & likely subject to the same problem. 


Steve Bringhurst 


Message-ID: <002501c65da6$ea80c620$cb1360470262u1> 
From: "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 15:31:29 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


The high voltage power supply is not grounded, right? 
B- does *xnot* go to ground in a BC-348. 

Doing so kills the audio, a short time before it kills 
the audio transformer. Thank CQ magazine 

and their grounded B- "power supply" for 

murdering thousands of BC-348 output stages. 


73 Dave S. 


From: W7QHO@aol.com 

Message-ID: <30c.28e3658.316d6e3f@aol . com> 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 16:40:31 EDT 

Subject: Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="part1_30c.28e3658 .316d6e3f_boundary" 


--part1_30c.28e3658.316d6e3£_boundary 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


For a simple, non-mutilating 2nd detector mod that provides considerably more 
audio output from the BC-348 see ER #103, Nov. 1997. 


Dennis D. W7QHO 
Glendale, CA 


--part1_30c.28e3658.316d6e3£_boundary 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KKK RK KK KR KK KK KK KKK KK KKK KK KK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
* Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
x If your postings display this message your mail program 
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 


* 
* 
* 
* 


+ + FF OF 


KKK KKK KEKE KKK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEK KKK 


--part1_30c.28e3658.316d6e3£_boundary -- 


Message-ID: <002301c65dcc$cbfdb070$e8e47443@KB6NAX> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 18:02:33 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Dh ceshiacow Thank CQ magazine 
> and their grounded B- "power supply" for 
> murdering thousands of BC-348 output stages. 


Ah, but the remedy is so much more elegant. Add one cathode resistor to 41 
or 6K6 audio output. No more toated output tubes and trannys. Besides, 
that's the way the world went after Big 2. That's what I did cuz it seemed 
the natural thing to do. I don't like ungrounded power supplies.... 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


From: "Bill Hawkins" <bill@iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 20:41:29 -0500 
Message-ID: <006801c65dd2$385be660$0500a8cO@darius.domain.actdsltmp> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


"I don't like ungrounded power supplies.... 

Arden Allen 

KB6NAX" 

Hey, a volt's a volt, especially if it's relatively constant. 


Bill Hawkins 


Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 21:36:08 -0700 (MST) 

From: Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 

Subject: RE: Re; BC-348, Joy at last! 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <Pine.PMDF.3.95.1060411213046 .541587528B-100000@admin.athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Tue, 11 Apr 2006, Bill Hawkins wrote: 
>> "I don't like ungrounded power supplies.... 
> Hey, a volt's a volt, especially if it's relatively constant. 


But we like the volts better when they go where we want them to go and only 
where we want them to go. 


I was once using a battery operated Philips voltmeter with a metal case 
that was also the return lead for the meter. I was measuring a floating 
voltage in a RCA TT-5EH television broadcast transmitter with the meter 
leaning against the transmitter and the voltage went some place where it 
was unwanted. That Philips meter was never quite itself after that. :) 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "Anybody can be a father 
Athabasca University : but you have to earn 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : the title of 'daddy'" 
xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca x*x : - Lynn Johnston 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 3910 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK KEKE KK 


